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Hic ſecura quies, et neſcia fallere vita, 

Dives opum variarum; Hic latis otia fundis 
Speluncæ, vivique lacus; hic frigida Tempe, 
Mugituſque boum, molleſque ſub arbore ſomni. 
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AD DR ES SM 


LOCH LOM ON D(1). 


Lomonp of Scotia's lakes faireſt and firſt, 
'Tho' great, obſcure, neglected and unknown: 
The arduons ing whick odbers-trand c 
Shall I, unequal to the bold attempt, 
Advent'rous try, ſtruck with the view ſublime 0 
In muſic's meltin 3 melody unſkill'd, 

To ſuit the theme, what numbers ſhall I chooſe ? 
Nature, deſcriptive Thomſon's guide, and Truth, 
The ſoul of ev'ry ſong that's nobly grent 

Shall tune the lay devoted to thy name: 

O might it worthy prove, and laſt like thee, 


1 
Where oben, admir' « till Nature's final 4 
| Vain hope ! to think chat mortal work ſ thould vie 
With what Omnipotence itſelf hath form” d; 
Much leſs that this, of mortal works the leaſt, 
should "ſcape the gen' ral wreck, and float ſecure 
From age to age along the ſtream of time. | 
Great lake! fit theme for more exalted foog, 
What ſingle view thy limits can explore? 
Thy native beauties wild and vaſt, awake 
With glad ſurpriſe our intellectual powers. 
They ſoothe the madding paſſions all to peace, 
And fix the eye upon thy glaſſy plain, 
Which holds to heav'n à mirror blue and bright. 
| | With humble awe, let mortals own ne hand 
That powerful form'd and fill'd thy dread abyſs ! 
Nor Long (a); nor Fyne, grac'd with the princely pile, 
The palace fair, where Campbell reigns add; 7 


Nor Hourn ; nor far-fam'd Broom, mixt with 
Where countleſs millions of the finny race (3) 


Annual reſort to crowd the briny wave, 
And furniſh work for many buſy hands; 
Can Cer in grandeur be to thee compar'd. 


* 
| To thy ſtupendous fize, what's Derwent Lake (4)? 
| What all the lakes of Cumberland to thee, 
With thoſe that grace her ſiſter county join'd 
"Theſe pretty ponds, let others flock to view; 
But, here, let thoſe whom Nature wild can OT 
With admiration gaze, nor e'er regret 
The want of vain Regattas (4) to enhance 
What ſober ſenſe muſt reliſh and applaud. 
Nor let Killarny (5) cer be nam d with thee, 


Nor great Lemanus, flood tho” copious, boaſt 


His Alpine ſtores of everlaſting ſnow. 

With waving foreſt trees encompaſs d round, 
Thy winding margin of an hundred miles (6), 
With pebbles, ſhining ſmooth and white, inlaid, 
Contains an inland ſea of depth profound, 
When calm, clear as the pureſt cryſtal ſpring, 
At times, from cauſe unſeen, laſh'd'to a foam (7), | 
And ſwell'd on high with wildly-daſhing waves. 

5 When from the ſouth we view th' extenſive ſcene, 
By hills immur'd, far to the north, how hid'k, 
Mid mountains blue, thy diſtant head. 

Impriſom d north and weſt by mountains high, 


43 
To force their way thy billows beat in vain. 
But to the ſouth, thy humbler bending banks 
Lowly recede before thy ſwelling flood: 
There, ſpreading wide and broad, thy riſing waves 
Fair wooded iſles (8). of great extent embrace, 
Th' abodes of men. There too, the bounding n 
Quite peaceful range in groves of ſpreading yew: | 
For, in this place, by nature fenc'd, ſecure 
From mortal. harm, was nurs'd this N tree, 
nes of old and rear'd with ſtudious care; 
| To freedom facred and the public weal. 
| Amid theſe groves I tread with filent awe, 

From which the warrior cut the twanging bow, 
Whence ſwiftly flew the arrow wing'd with death, 
To pierce, unerring, each invading foe. a | 

High on the eaſt, thy great Ben-Lomond (9) rears 
His lofty head, and hides it in the clouds. 5 ; 
"Theſe, oft attracted by his tow'ring height, 
Stop ſhort their airy flight, and form a veil, 
Which dark and thick deſcends. Condenſing ftill, 
Part lowly fails along, and, ſwelling, ſhrouds | 
The neighb'ring hills: the glens how dark between ! 


41 
The winds are huſh'd : the birds expectant pauſe : 
The ox, with wiſtful gaze, eyes the deep gloom. 
Nor voice of man is heard, nor pipe, nor horn; 
But ſilent expectation reigns, and boding fear. 
Sudden, athwart the gloom the lightning 8 glance, 

As quick reflected by the placid lake, 
With lurid glare darts bright: Anon, fublime, 
In awful majeſty che thunder rolls; : 
Onward it rolls, and loud and louder roars 
In burſling peals ſucceſſive, heard afar, ' 
Re-echo'd oft by rocks and nine deep 
From all the neighb'ring hills, till circling * 
Still gaining force, again it burſts, a peal 
That ſtuns the ear. Rocks daſh'd on rocks are heard 
Rattling around. The ſtouteſt heart, appall'd 
With wild diſmay, ſcarce dares to eye the gloom 
Deep ſeam'd with frequent ſtreaks of moving fire, | 
Darting in rapid gleams from cloud to cloud. 
The clouds are ſeen in wildeſt tumult mixt; 
And now—a mighty flaſh, with fearful glare, 

Wide opens half the ſky. The heavy rain, 5 

pouring in ſtreams, reſiſtleſs ruſhes down, 

BY 


| ( 10 "= 
\ - Plows the red mould, and bears it to the main. 
Nature convuls d, the everlaſting hills 
Appear to totter, and the total wreck 
Ok al terreſtrial objects ſeems at hand. 
Mot long this uproar laſts. The clouds diſpel : 
The ſun looks joyous forth: The pleaſing vale, 
Now deck'd with renovated verdure, ſmiles : 
The flocks and herds with double reliſh feed: 
The ſetting ſun, with parting ray uprear'd, 
Ben-Lomond, laſt of all our mountains, gilds. 
| Day, as averſe to leave the pleaſing ſcene, 
0 Slowly retires far north, nor quite forſakes, 
But ſoon returns more bright and fair, to glad 
With morning beams his lofty pathleſs top; 
7 Whence the advent'rous youth, with eagle eye, 
Fir d with the love of knowledge and of fame, 
= A proſpect wide of vaſt extent deſcries, | 
Of hills and dales, of friths and winding ſhores —— 
Beneath, the lake itſelf in part conceal d, 
The Clyde, with crouded fails and ſtreamers, gay 99s ; 
_ Eaftward, the mazy Fqrth, meand'ring flow, 
For largeſt Fleets a deep and ſafe retreat, 


* 


Rich with the treaſures of 1 climes (11); 
Edina's lofty towers; the eaſtern 
Far as the. Cheviot fells ; the weſtern iſles 
Of Bute and Arran; Ailia's conic rock; 
Old Rothſay's royal tow'rs in ruins laid (12); 
Hibernia's verdant hills and fertile plains ; 
The rival height of great Plinlimmon too 
In diſtant Wales: cho Skidda, Cumbria's boaſt, 
Beyond the Solway Frith, unnotic'd ſtands ; 
While hills on hills ftill higher riſe behind. 
| Thus diſtant objects meet the piercing eye, 
| When pure and thin the circumambient air. 
Perchance a ſilver miſt the vallies fills : 
Beneath the beaming ſun, a ſea it 
A vaſt Pacific ſtretched out immenſe. 
The ei tops, like iſlands ſeen afar, 
With joy and wonder fill the gazing ſwain, 
Who ſtands amaz'd to view th illufive ſcene, 
But feels a deep regret, that all alone, 
No friend is near to ſhare th* en | ti 
Maria's abſence chiefly he regrets; 
Maria! lov'd idea, preſent ſti 


* 


0 


Tho” diſtant far her humble cottage ſtands 
Down in the windin g glen deep-hid, ſecure 
And ſhelter'd from the furious northern blaſt. 
Her, beſt and faireſt of hey ſex he deems. | 
From her unſully'd virgin boſom pure, 

_ Pleaſure reflected brings extatic bliſs. 
Inſtinctive, oft his wiſtful eyes around 

He anxious turns, to ſee if ſhe be near; 

But all in vain:——the long and ſteep aſcent 
What tender female foot can bear to climb ? 
Fatigue ſevere for ſhepherd ſwain robuſt ! 

Again he turns to view the meteor fair: 
Its iſles with caſtles old in tufted trees 
Imbow'r'd b its bays and winding ſhores = 
Its promontories wild, he ſtudious marks 1 
i, haply, to her partial lik ning ear : 
Some faint idea of the viſion bright, 
| His fond deſcription ardent may convey. | 
Wich this expanding thought his boſom glows. 
| Adown the hill with winged ſpeed he hies, 
To meet the lovely partner of his Joys, . = 
In dell remote, or hazle copſe unſeen : 

Tho' pure their joys, they ſhun the public eye. 


(33) 


Such ſcenes bright ſummer and mild autum 


But life eventful flies, and who can tell 
Whar vari'd change revolving ſeaſons bring? 
In winter oft deſcends the flaky ſnow, - | 
And heaps the mountain tops, and fills the glens. | 
The woods, that fringe the lake around, ſcarce bear 
Th' oppreſſive "EY A deeper azure:now- ; | | 
The lake itſelf aſſumes. Intenſe the froſt ; 
And faſt in ice each leſſer flood is bound (13): 
Hither, from more inclement ſkies, the ſwan /- |. 
On ſounding pinions, through the yielding air, 
And thouſand fowls of various wing, "reſort. 
Oft wheeling round thy hoſpitable flood, 
Which, open Rill, n their wandring flight; 
At length they light and ſwim around, 
And mix, and dive, and joyful clap their winks; 
Or ſkim in troops excurſive o'er the deep. 
The fporifinan, who with ſteady eye had trac'd 
Their airy rounds, and on their near approach 
| Had felt his breaſt beat high with barb'rous joy, 
They pleaſe and vex ee While conceal'd 


By rock or buſh, he cautious lurks unſeen, o_ 5 195 
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Yet baffled ſtill; at laſt, with cold benum'd, 


Gall d he withdraws, full late, and leaves unhurt 


The floating tribes, which yet his eye provoke, 
No diſtant feen far gliſh ring to the mc 


Oft 00, beneath 4 TOWT10C 


The howling wind, by tow'ring hills comfin'd, 
With furious blaſt thy boſom fair defor: 
How rough and black! Fares where it breaks in foam, 
Or daſh'd againſt oppoſing rocks, aſcends” 

Far greater height than fpouts the northern whale. 


Adown thoſe mountains ſieep, with hi eg 


In white caſcades, confpicuous from afar, 
During each fall of rain or melting ſnow, 


A thouſand foaming torrents wildly pour 

A deluge vaſt to ſwell thy mighty wave, 

And ſtain thy ſilver flood. But ſoon reſtor d 
To peace and limpid- Purity, again | 
Thy ſurface fmooth as glaſs, of tow'ring hills, 


Of rocks, of woods, th' inverted i image bears, 


And feats of ancient Caledonian chiefs; 


Where ſpacious to the noon-day ſun thou ſpreadſt, 


6 


Extending more and more thy wide domain, — 
Thy mirror bright reflects the ſeat of Graham (14), 
Who fierce aſſail'd and broke the barrier wall 


| That waſteful War had rear'd, where Commerce now. 


Along the wat'ry way her flying fails 
Rich fraught rejoices to behold ; and fields 
Enrich'd with human culture, and adorn' d 
With all the charms the gayeſt fancy farms 
Of Hill and dale, of fiream and 1 hady grove, 
Where guiltleſs love and muſic wild unite 
| To captivate the foul, and bleſs the ſwain. - 

To guard from ev'ry rude intruder's eye 0 
Thy ſacred wave, thy valiant ſons, inur d 
To all the bardſhips of a ſteril clime, 
To every martial exerciſe inur'd, 
Deſpiſing death in every frighefu] form, 
In ancient times, undauntec | 
And flew who dar d 3 thy n hore (1 
Nor Roman arms, nor Norway's chiefs, _ 
Nor all the powers of England could _—_ 
By feet an fraud. 2 85 heroes to enflave 
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6 
Thy marv'lous finny ſtores I mention not; 
7 Nor yet thy floating iſle (16), - like Delos far, 


Perhaps the birth of erting fancy wild. 6. 
Thy banks are grac 'd with names of higheſt note 


Immortal names from age to age rever'd. 

Napier (1 75 of judgment deep, and 8 8 
Invention happy, and conception clear, 
His country's boaſt, for Newton pav'd the ns - 
Buchanan, elegant and pure, ſhone forth, 
By Rome adopted as her native ſon; | 
Tho' late appearing in GeSenerate times, 
Maſter of all her elegance refin'd; © 
And Smollet full of humour, who could paint 
The living manners as they roſe to view, - 
On tts 0. land, and make us ſmiling own. 
The picture juſt. "Twas near thy ſouthern ſhore 
Their infant years were ſpent. Along thy banks, 
In playful youth, unconſcious of their powers, 
They ſportive rov'd - where, ſacred to ach name, 
A tribute due, the monumental tone (18), 
With ſculpture deck'd, with praiſe well-earn'd inſcrib'd, 
The grateful pride of kindred fouls proclaims. 


* 


> of 


More ſplendid trophie 
Of bold deſign. Of each th' unrivall'd fame 
Defies the powers of Cenſure and of Time. 


The gleaming lake; the ever-changeful ty; - 


Old Ocean's waves in view; the proſpect wide ; 
The ſtream flow-winding in the grafly vale ; 

The broken cliff abrupt; the waving wood; 

The barren heath; the lofty mountain wild, 
Whence ſoars the eagle on ſtrong pinions borne; 
Sublime the ſoul, and nurſe her dormant powers. 
Such, Lomond 12 ! thy vicinity can boaſt; 

Such are thy pleaſing ſcenes ; and tuch chy bons, 
Among the firſt in letters as in arms. 

From out thy copious flood thou poureſt forth 
| The Leven, ſtream tranſlucent, on whoſe banks 
Their country's benefactors works have rear rd, 
And hands employ'd in arts of elegance 

uſe. Here, render'd like the lily pure, 
The web from female hands a blow of flowers 
That emulate the fpring and ſcorn. the ſtorm 


Receives (19). Here Beauty blooming and ſerene, . 
Clean, neat and Say, in artleſs mirth and ſong 
* 


— 


* 
4 


&4 
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Her native innocence difplays 

Add grace to all the charms that deck the vale. 
Of bold empriſe, here Stirlin i 
With me clajus greater praiſe than he, who, led 
By mad ambition, with his WN arm 
eee ſeat ten th we fa 


So many h 


Such, Leven! beauteous EY glides gently cvs, | 
Till, near Dumbarton's 
It j joins the Clyde and mixes with the main. 
Along theſe ſtreams, and on that riſing flood, 
| The plaintive ſound of Offian's harp was heard (2 * 
Its numbers lofty, genuine from the — 
"The praiſe of heroes ſung, and bea 7 chars, 
Which e'en the ſavage breaſt can warm. Its notes 
Of woe wild-warbling fill methinks I hear. 
The King of Morven from his airy hall 
Bending looks down upon his hills of "RY 
A thouſand forvis of heroes wait the chief, 
Muſing on ſcenes and feats of other years. 


dable rock (20), 


tn) 
Wrapt in the miſt that veils yon mountain's brow, 
Deſcend, ye hov'ring ſpirits, and inſpire 
of Britons old the independent ſoul, 


That brave like them, yet eager to improve | 
„ Inall the arts of peace and ſocial life, a 

Pleas'd with our native hills and wildeſt glens, 
We truly great and happy yet may live, 
And, in the ſongs of future bards, our names 
May ſtill, in every diftant clime, well-known, 
For virtuous deeds and uſeful arts renown'd, 

| Deſcend reſpected to the end of time. 
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(1) LOCH LOMOND in Dumbartonſhire, near Glaſgow, one 


of the moſt beautiful and extenſive freſh-water lakes in Britain, 


by ſome who have ſeen both, preferred even to the lake at Geneva. 


It contains 17,800 acres of water. Its depth is from 20 to 120 
fathoms, or 720 feet. N | 8 


(2) SarT-wATER LAKES of very great extent on the Weſt of 


Scotland, formed by the fea ruſhing in between the mountains, 


and ſpreading: itſelf 1 in the winding vallies, where it ſtill conti- 
nues to ebb and flow through the inlets. At the head of Loch 
Fyne ſtands Inverary, the reſidence of his Grace the Duke of 
Argyle. Pennant, in his Tour, hath celebrated Loch Urn, or 
Hourn, for the ſtriking boldneſs of its ſhores, and for the gloomy 
magnificence of its ſcenery, with a view of which he hath decorat- 
ed his work. Loch Broom has been long celebrated as one of the 
| beſt places for the herring fiſhery on the weſt coaſt ; and on a 
peninſula in it, is to be built the riſing town of Un name 
that we hope will become conſpicuous in future hiſtory. The 


qua atity of ey that ſometimes ſwim in theſe lochs or ß 


18 inconceiveable. 


1350 Mn MDONNBEIIL of Barriſdale, a very reſpectable Gen- 
tleman, who made the Britiſh Fiſheries on the weſtern coaſt a 
particular part of his ſtudy, and had acceſs to the very beſt 


ſources of information with regard to them, ſtates facts in the 


year 1773, a calculation from which, makes the number in one 


* 


: <=) 


exceed 1 18, $00,000,000, There may be 
8 along the coaſt, not to ſpeak of the vaſt 
| | foals that aſs in the open l. 55 


(4) Turns 3 is aunually aſſembled in 3 a great concourſe 
of people to ſee boat races, and other diverſions, on the Derwent 

Lake, near Keſwick in Cumberland. Sports of chis kind *. not 
* bers introduced at Lomond. 


Kani, a braved lake about 0 miles from Corke 
in Ireland. | 


(6) Tax length of ke Ye: is a che. pi its 
breadth from ſeven miles decreafing to three-quarters of a mile. 
Were one to follow its windings, the circuit would Bi 
exceed an Sangeet miles. | x 
771 Tus waters of the lake were 1 agitated 2 a 
Fe and roſe ſeveral feet, ebbing and flowing regularly every five mi- 
nutes for ſeveral hours, at the time of the earthquake at Liſbon 
on the iſt of November 1 775. Other irregular motions of its 
waters have been obſerved. . 


(8) Turns a are 33 iſlands in the lake, fome of which are in- 
habited, and produce a variety of trees and ſhrubs, with different 
Kinds of grain. They alſo nw with deer, and are frequented 
by eagles. On one of the lands, called Deer liland, there is a 
great deal of yew, which was ur an in great requeſt for making 
bows, and uſed frequently to be imported from the Baltic for 
that purpoſe, before the invention of fire-arms. | 


{ m3 


* 0 if 
(9) Bzn-LowonD, a mountain which riſes very ſteep, 3240 feet 
above thr level of the lake. At the foot of the mountain, the lake 
is 720 feet deep; fo that the mountain's perpendicular height, from 
its baſe to its ſummit, is 3960 feet. Its aſcent is reckoned fix 
miles. „„ 

(10) Tux trade to Glaſgow and Greenock, which is very exten- 
five, is all carried on by means of the Clyde. A practice prevails | 
here, that when a ſhip returns from a diſtant voyage, if all be 
well, the ſhip is dreſſed in her gay ſtreamers as ſbon as the 
enters the Clyde, to inform all concerned as foon as poſſible of 
their welfare. If any of the hands have died in the voyage, the 
ſtreamers are lowered, and trail in the water; 8 

— Inr according to different circumſtances 


(11) In 1781, there was a fleet of between 500 and 600 veſlels 
in Leith Roads in the Frith of Forth, among which were ten ſhips 
of the line. Moſt part of the ſhips of this fleet had been de- 
rained there by eaſterly winds for the ſpace of two months. 
Upon the wind's ſhifcing, the whole fleet ſailed at one and the 
ſame tide. They rode during their ſtay in perfect ſafery, and 
might have done ſo, had there been four times the number. Dur- 
ing their ſtay, they had been ſupplied with freſh proviſions and 
vegetables from Edinburgh, * any riſe in on yung of thoſe 
articles. 


P 
the Scottiſh throne, who bore the title of Duke of Rothefay, as 
the heir- apparent of che Britiſn throne does at RE ine] 


{x AI Locnnsss, and ſeveral aided in Scotland, were never 
known to freeze. In ſome froſts particularly ſevere, Loch Lomond 


PSY 


— b Bi aber whey rarely happens. In general, 
it continues open when all the lefler lakes in the country are 
quite frozen up, and is then of courſe covered with n 


1 nene, 5 WE £2 
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Fo; Tuz Marquis of Graham, ſon to the Duke of Montroſe, 
has a fine ſeat on the ſouth-eaſt corner of the lake, where the 
Grampian (or Grahamian) mountains terminate. The vicinity 
of the ſeat of the gallant Grahams, ſo much celebrated in 
Sceruſh ſtory, to the Roman wall, which ſtood nearly in the ſame 

ction, nay, . on | ſame ground where the great Canal 
between the Forth and Clyde now runs, renders it not improbable, 
that the wall * the name of Graham's (or Greme's) dyke, which 
it was vulgarly known by, from its having been broken down by 
7 I. cet or that name. 


608) Ow the iſthmus 3 os Friths of Forth and Clyde, at. 
a few miles diſtance, ſouth-eaſt from the lake, the Scots generally 
made a ſtand to oppole every invaſion from the ſouth. Nor were 
they leſs ready to oppoſe the landing of the Danes and Norwe- 
gians from the ſouth-weſt, In the neighbourhood of this lake, 
Wallace and Bruce recruited their forces. In fine, no hoſtile force 
ever penetrated into the rugged faſtneſſes of this W which. 
always maintained 1 its Fan. 


- (16) Tanzxx are various kinds of n in the lake, of which one 
ſpecies 1s nc doi be peculiar to it. One of its iflands is ſaid once 
Ro have floated backwards and forwards with the wind, but hack, 


: long been Qationary. 


- (x9) Jour Narizn Baron of Merchieſton, dw inventor of Lo- 
garithras, was born at Edinburgh in the year 1550. He ap- 


fs 3 


'Þ plied himſelf chiefly to + al ſtudy of mathematics, and for many 
| years had his reſidence at Gartneſs, where there are ſome re- 
markable water-falls in the river Enrick, which empties itſelf 
into Loch Lomond. He died in the year 1617. Buchanan and 
Smollet are ſo generally known, that it is unneceſſary to mention 
particulars with regard to them. 


(18) Or theſe © monumental ſtones,” only one is as yet erected, 


vis. that in memory of Dr Smollet, on the banks of the Leven; 
but as there is a ſubſcription in great forwardneſs for a very ele- 
gant pillar in memory of George Buchanan, it is more than pro- 
bable that both Buchanan's and Napier's will be executed in a 
proper manner in a ſhort time f. 


(19) Taz are three very FS orintfields fax bleaching 
and printing cottons erected on the Leven. One of theſe * 
to a Gentleman of the name of Stirling. 8 


| (20) Taz caſtle of Dumbarton, built on a 3 rock of a ſtu- 
pendous height at the junction of the Clyde and Leven, was of 
old reckoned impregnable. Thoſe who are converſant in hiſtory 
will recollect many particulars relative to its ſtrength and im- 


portance; but ſcarce any, except thoſe who have ſeen it, can form 


| 2juſt idea of its pictureſque appearance from different points of 
| ew. This was probably the Balclutha of Oſſian. 


(21) Muc EH has been ſaid on the queſtion, wh. the Poems 
of Oſſian be genuine; but from the evidence that appears in 


* 


favour of the affirmative, when duly conſidered, one might, it 


| would ſeem, with equal propriety call in queſtion the exiſtence 
of the Gaelic language, as doubt of their authenticity. 
+ Buckhanan's is actually now building. | 


— 


THE END. 
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